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Drug Court isé.

Å Judicially supervised treatment for non-violent 
offenders whose crimes are driven by addiction

Å Participants plead guilty and are released on bail to 
attend treatment (sentencing delayed)

Å If they successfully complete the treatment and meet 
court conditions they will not receive a jail sentence

Å DTCO clients attend court 2 times/week to update the 
judge on their progress and setbacks

Å Participants are not sanctioned for relapse, but may be 
sanctioned for dishonesty



Department of Justice Project Objectives

1. Reduction in criminal recidivism

2. Reduction in substance use
3. Improvement in social indicators (i.e., housing, 

income, employment and education, health and 
well-being)



Meeting the Objectives

5ŀǘŀ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ aŀǊŎƘ нллс ǘƻ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нллу 
bҐмлр ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ



DTCO Participants

· 105 participants (March 2006 to December 2008 ï
33 months)
· Average age: 35.6 years; range 19 ï 56 years old
· 77% male and 23% female
· 91% spoke English as a first language, 9% spoke 

French
· 72% were homeless or had unsuitable housing just 

prior to entry
· 87% were unemployed just prior to entry



DTCO Participant are High Risk 
& High Needs



Types of Charges DTCO Participants 
Were Facing

Average number of 
charges to which 
participants pled guilty 
was 5.2 (range 1-17)

Participants (n=85) pled 
guilty to a total of 444 
charges.

Though prostitution 
accounted for less than 
2% of charges, 7% of 
participants identified 
prostitution as a source 
of income prior to entry.



Objective 1 ï Reduction in Recidivism



Recidivism in Program
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Average Length of Stay in Treatment

· For participants who remained in the 
program beyond a 30 day assessment 
period the average length of stay is 178 
days (5.9 months)
· Graduate=minimum 9 months in 

program and minimum 3-6 months 
abstinence + housing + school/ 
employment or other structure and no 
new convictions or outstanding charges
· Successful participant=completed 5 

months of treatment
Č This category was identified due to the

high number of participants who made 
social and treatment gains but failed to
meet the full criteria for graduation



Objective 2 ï Reduction in Substance Use


